Dear Family and Friends,

Throughout this past week we had a building team in the village of Yarakita to provide the Liberty Baptist Church and Pastor Alvin with a proper church building.  Despite many setbacks and some very rainy weather, the team completed the building during the week they were in the jungle!  Victory Chapel Baptist Church has learned the blessing of total investment in the mission.  This church has made nearly a dozen visits to Guyana and they have built solid relationships with the people.  Their visits are far more than a vacation, they have a strategic and long term part in growing the ministry and facilitating the church planting movement.  The hope of Great Commission success will be an increase in this type of thinking among our churches.  We need to move away from MISSIONARY FOCUS and move toward MISSION FOCUS.  The missionary is a vital player in this partnership, but for the mission partnership to succeed there needs to be a total effort on all sides.  In the case of Guyana, the ministry has greatly profited from a strategic and long term commitment from Victory Chapel and its members.

     There are thousands of gifted believers sitting in our churches every week who could have a huge role in Great Commission success.  We need to move our people beyond "paying and praying."  I am drawn to Eph. 4 which reminds pastors and teachers that they are responsible for, "perfecting the saints, for THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY."  We tend to develop mission programs instead of developing people for the mission.  In the height of the Moravian mission revival of centuries ago they saw about 1/6 members going to the field.  Many of our churches today, who talk about being concerned for souls, have never sent a missionary from their congregation, or have sent very few.  My words are not meant to be a condemnation but rather a rallying cry to get the gospel to the ends of the earth.  The needs today are for strategic short term mission investments enhanced by the work of career or long term missionaries.  God will see this thing through to successful completion, the question is how much we want to be a part.  Our passion must be God's passion - God is to be known, loved, and worshiped among all people of the earth.

 

Blessings,

Greg Mann and family

