Dear family, friends, and faithful supporters,

Where did we leave off? Middle of January, right? Okay, so how to fit 2 and a half months into a page or two. Well, sit back, relax (but, not too much) and enjoy the reading. Hopefully, the next update will come before Esther turns one( 

Fabulous feet!
Well, some people would find this statement a little bit strange and others might even see it as downright appalling. Most people wouldn’t describe feet as fabulous and some people, like our good friend Amber, cannot even stand the sight of them. The Bible takes a slightly different approach with feet and says in Romans 10:15, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

On January 17th, I had the opportunity of working alongside two foot doctors from the states who had come to Perú to be involved in an evangelistic medical campaign. Since I was translating for Dr. Brian and his foot patients I was focused on feet pretty much the whole day. My day was filled with athlete’s foot, cortisone shots for arthritic pain, and ingrown toenails. When I actually stop and think about all the foot problems I saw, it’s kind of gross, especially the ingrown toenail operation I witnessed. However, watching an ingrown toenail get sliced out is not so bad if I remember that the purpose for it is to share Christ with that patient. Every patient heard a clear gospel presentation and some even made decisions for Christ. I guess what impacted me more that day were the two doctors I served with. I am so thankful for Christian medical professionals who live out Romans 10:15 and take time out of their busy schedules in order to share the hope of Jesus Christ while fixing some feet issues. May we all strive to have beautiful feet like them. 
Transparent Taxi Drivers
Due to not having a vehicle, we use taxis sometimes to get from point A to point B. Just in case you are wondering, taxi service here in Perú is extremely cheap compared to U.S. taxi rates. One thing that never ceases to amaze me is how transparent Peruvian taxi drivers are. In the states we like to say TMI—too much information. However, not here in Perú, people, especially taxi drivers, are readily willing to share all sorts of personal information. We get in their car as complete strangers and leave knowing a good portion of their life story. Due to this open dialogue, we often have the opportunity to share the hope that we have in Christ. For example, one of my taxi driver friends, Segundo, was talking to me about how some people are slaves to their work. I took the opportunity to talk with him about how being a slave to sin is worse. We have had several spiritually profound conversations with different taxi drivers over the past couple of months and would ask you to pray for the salvation of these taxi drivers, especially Segundo. 
Project Samoa

In our last update, I expressed a burden that God has placed upon our hearts to share Christ to our friends on the street of Samoa and also some people who work near our school. I would like to take a few minutes and tell you about two of those people. The first man’s name is Jesús and he guarded a house near our school. During the month of February I had the opportunity to talk with him about many spiritual things. We started talking about God, creation, salvation, etc. and I gave him a book to read called the Ultimate Questions. He read the book and I was planning on meeting with him to discuss what he had read, but he was recently relocated to a new neighborhood and I haven’t seen him since. Please pray for the salvation of Jesús.  
The next man I want to tell you about is David, the neighborhood gardener. I have known David for quite some time now and have always tried to build a good relationship with him. However, I had never sat down with him to talk about how Christ could change his life. About a month ago, I was coming home from school in the late afternoon and as I was about to enter our front door, I saw him talking to one of our neighbors. I greeted David and the other neighbor, but made my way to the house since it had been a long, difficult day at school and all I wanted to do was go home and relax. Well, God had other plans for me that night. As I arrived home, God gave me a strong burden for David and impressed upon me the need to go talk with him. Well, I was exhausted, but God wouldn’t let me rest until I went down to talk with him. David was actually about to leave the neighborhood and return to his home when I caught him. I didn’t exactly know where to start or what to say, so I started inviting him to church on Sunday. I knew inviting him to church was not enough and so I reminded him that Christ, not church, was what he really needed. I told him that God wanted an intimate relationship with him and David began to open up and share his life struggles with me. We sat down outside and talked for probably about 45 minutes. David did not make a decision to give his life to Christ that night, but God allowed the Gospel seed to be planted. I can tell God is working on his heart and I would ask you to pray for his salvation. I actually saw him recently and once again sensed that urgency to share Christ with him. Please pray!
School

School is hectic as usual, but we are off to a good start. God is blessing our school and allowing us to grow rapidly. Word about our school is getting out and more and more families want to put their children in our school. We have fifty new students this year and over three hundred total students. The construction on our new school building is also going well and Lord willing we will move onto the new property at the end of July. The new school building consists of three phases and we will only be finishing phase one by July. Pray that God will provide the rest of the money we need to finish the other two construction phases. One exciting thing about the construction project is that our school director, Andrew Pace, actually gets to preach to all of the construction workers every Saturday morning. Pray that God will save many of them through this construction project.  

Mission-minded men
It is a privilege and honor for us to be surrounded by men who take God’s call to share Christ seriously. Let me explain what I mean. Besides our school director, who has a clear passion for missions, we are also thankful for our former pastors and our current pastor who are leading by example in the area of missions. Our former Peruvian pastor, Alberto Mayta, will be returning tomorrow from a survey trip to Iraq and Turkey. He went to the Middle East to work with missionaries who want to reach the Kurds. Our former assistant pastor, Heinz Noche, has answered God’s call to be a missionary in Germany and will be leaving Perú Lord willing in July. Our current pastor, Evelio Villalobos, just spent his “vacation” time equipping pastors at a conference in a remote jungle village. We thank God for leaders that are sensitive to share Christ in order to further God’s kingdom here in Perú and around the world. 
Esther Update
We are so thankful to God for our precious little daughter. She has already brought us so much joy in the past three and a half months. She is growing up quickly and already has some teeth coming in. We are still wondering what language her first word will be in, but I am teaching her daddy in both( God continues to shower us with baby clothes and new contraptions and she is enjoying all of her new baby toys. God is good! 

Prayer requests:

1. Perú’s presidential elections are tomorrow! It is a crucial election especially since one of the top candidates has socialistic views and ties with Hugo Chavez of Venezuela.
2. Completion and financing of new school building

3. More teachers, especially in the high school English department

4. Salvation of Jesús, David, and Segundo

5. 6th grade retreat coming up on April 29th
6. Future decisions and full financial support by the end of the year
Praises:

1. God’s incredible provision for our family
2. One mom at our school recently got saved
3. 50 new students at school
4. Tedd Tripp conference went well
5. Opportunities to preach at church
Thank you for your continued love, support, and prayers.

Serving the Lord in Lima,

Daniel, Heather, and Esther DeLand (Esthercita)
Prov. 16:9

